
Counoilman Hitchcock moved that, due to the fact that the 
Oity of Torrance will obviously not derive any benefit from the 
bazaar being arranged by the Veterans of Foreign Wars August 25-
30, 1940, the request of the Organiz.ation for support be refused. 
Councilman Babcook seoonded the motion, Which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitohoock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire.. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
OOUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire asked Councilman Powell Whether or not he had 
reoeived a letter advising of the League of California Cities meet
ing in San Diego September 10, 1940. He said he had not, but would 
be unable to attend, as the Sohool term begins on the date. 

Councilman Hi tohcook moved all b1l1s prope.rly audi t .ed be paid. 
Councilman Baboook seoonded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchoock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

A.t 5:20 P~M., upon motion of Councilman Bal;>cock, seoonded by 
Councilman Hitohoock, the meeting adjourned. 

A.pproved: 

~~4z.~ ~he, Ci tYQTor:Jt'anoe 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNOIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANOE 

Torrance, Ca11to~ia 
August 13, 1940 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
Cali~ornia, on Tuesday evening, August 13, 1940 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: BabcoCk, Hitchcock, Murray and MoGuire. Absent: 
Councilmen: Powell. 

Councilman Hitchoock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet
ing held July 23, 1940 and of an Adjourned Regular Meeting ~eld 
August 6,1940 be approved as written. Councilman Murray seconded 
the motion, Whioh was carried unan1mously. 

WRITTEN COMMONIO~IONS 

A communication was read trom the Lawndale. Civio Association, 
requesting an investigatiqa of stop sign on Prairie Avenue at l74th 
Street with the view of having it removed. 

Mayor MoGuire requested Clerk Bartlett to forward a communi
cation to the Lawndale Civic Association. advising that the sign 
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was placed on Prairie Avenue instead of 174th street due to the fact 
that no slgns can be placed on 174th street, it being a State High
way, and further, that the sign had been requested by the North 
To:rranoe Improvement Assooiation .. 

A oommunication was read from the Railroad COmmission of the 
State of California, advising that a meeting has been scheduled 
for Friday, August 16, 1940 at 10:00 A.M. for discusst.on of trans ... 
portatlon service between Los Angeles. Gardena and the City of 
Torrance and requesting the presence of the City Attorney. 

A communication was read from the Torrance MuniCipal Band, 
agreeing · to play at the Wllmington Fiesta Assooiation Parade to 
be held August 24, 1940 for the: sum of $SO.OO. 

After a short diSCUSSion, Councilman Hitchcoek moved that the 
request of the Wilmington Fiesta Association Parade officials for 
servioes of the Torrance Municipal Eand August 24, 1940 be denied, 
in view of the fact that the budget setup allows for only one con
cert other than the regularly scheduled oonoerts for certain 
functions. Counoilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carrted unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from santiago Carrera, Secretary ot 
Lodge No. 121, Allanza Hispano Amerioano of Harbor City, again re
questing use of the Torrance Civic Auditorium for a Saturday even
ing danese. 

Couno1lman Hitchcock moved that the request of the Alianza 
Hispano Americano Lodge No. 121 of Harbor City for use of the Civic 
Auditorium for a Saturday evening dance be denied for the Saturday 
requested and every other sa. turday • CounC1 lman Murray seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from Crill Crawford, 2107 Lomita 
Boulevard, Lomita, applying for permit to 9perate billiard room 
a~ 1650 Cabrillo Avenue. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the application be referred 
to thePolioe Commission for reoommendation at the next meeting. 
Councilman Hitchoock seoonded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

A communioation was read from John Ashton Sh1dler, Attorney~ 
at~Law, referring to the Civil Service Ordinance of the City of 
Torranoe and expressing the opinion that (1) the Civil Service Com
miSSion does not have the power to set age limits for applioants, 
and (2) Ordinanoe 249 requires that, unless the Council ordains 
otherwise for economy reasons, beginning firemen be olassi1'ied as 
hosemen or laddermen, and not as engineers, and request1ng Attorney 
Mocall to state whether or not he concurs in this op1nion. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the C1ty Attorney give a ruling 
in compliance with Mr. Shidler's request. COuncilman Babcock asked 
Clerk Bartlett about-the advisability of getting a ruling on this 
matter from the Attorney-General 01' the state of California. 

Attorney Mccall advised he could pass on the matter and would 
submit a ruling- at the next meeting. 

No further aotion taken on Councilman Babcock's motion. 

A communication was read from the County of Los Angeles, oftice 
of H. L. Byram, Tax Collector, demanding that funds be provided for 
payment of all delinquent assessments for all projects in the C1ty of 
Torranoe under Improvement Bond Act 01' 1915, for whioh current 8S5888- . 
ments have terminated but which have delinquent assessments for prior 
years st11l outstanding. 



A communication was read from the International Association of 
Electrical Inspectors, extending an invitation to members and asso
ciates of .the Association to a meeting to be held at santa Barbara 
August 26, 27 and 28, 1940. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that t~e Electrical Engineer be 
authorized to attend the meeting of thef International Association 
of Electrical Inspectors at santa Barbara August 25, 27 and as, 1940, 
expenses paid. Coun~ilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hi tchcoek, Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the Mayor be authorized to execute 
contract with the County of Los Angeles County Public Library for 
library services for the year 1940-41. Councilman HitchcQck seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

A. communication was read from Associated Assessment Engineers, 
recommending unqualified approval of settlements in the amount of 
$352.60 covering liquidation of 1915 Act Districts. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1396 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING SETTLEMENT 
COVERING LI~UIDATION OF INDEBTEDNESS OF 
1915 ACT DISTRICTS. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved. that Resolution No. 1396 be adopted. 
Councilman Babcock seoonded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vat.: AYES: COUNCILMEN: : Babcock, Hitchoock, 
Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: N/lne. ABSENT: COUNCILMl!:N: 
Powell. 

Councilman Hitchoook moved that the motion of August 6, 1940 
authorizing purchase of water De~artmant materials in the following 
amounts be rescinded: $401.70, ,491.51, $137.18, $328.62 and $465.73. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray . and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None... ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Powell. 

Councilman Hi tchoook moved that the City Clerk be a uthcar'ized to 
advertise tor bid.s for materials for Aot of 1~27 Munioipal Improve
ment Distriot No.1 of the City of Torranoe, said bids to be opened 
August .26, H40 at 5:00 P.M. Councilman Baboook seconded the motion, 
whioh was carried by the following roll ce.ll . vote: AYES: OOUNCIIMEN: 
Babcock, HUcll:cock, Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMENt Ponll. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for first reading: 

ORDINANOE NO. 319 

AN ORDINANOE OF THE CITY OF TORRANOE FIXING 
THE TAX RATES AND LKVYING TAXES FOR . THE FISCAL 
YEAR BEGINNING. JULy 1, 1940. 

Cov.ncil.man Hi tohcoek moved tha t Ordinance No. 319 be adopted 
for first reading. Counoilman Baboock seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll c;all vote: AYES: COUNCII.liLIN: 
Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None .. 
ABSENT: COUNC ILMI!:N: Powell • . 



Assistant Eng1neer Jain reported that he had accompanied Mr. 
Graham, County Health Dapartment Inspector, upon Mr. Graham's re
quest, to an inspection of the Western Avenue Auto Courts. Mr. 
Graham, stated Mr. Jain, was acting on a .complaint and was requested 
to investigate housing conditions at the oamp. Mr. Jain said that 
during the course of the inspection, he had noted that certain at 
the traile.rs had been raised off the ground, or wheels removed in 
such a manner as to bring the buildings under the classification 
of permanent residences. He declared he had oontacted the State. 
Division of: .tiousing and Immigration and asked for a State .ruling 
on trailer csps, being informed that the matter is governed by 
local ordinances. The State Division of HoUSing and Immigration 
did, however, submit a sample ordinance ror consideration, mention
ing that approximately thirty cities or california had adopted the 
ordinanoe. 

Mr. Jain added that the buildings as they are at the present . 
time do not comply with the buIld1ng ordinance. 

Mayor McGuire suggested that the sample ordinance submitted by 
the State Division of Housing and Immigration be referred to the 
Ordinanoe Committee and that, in the meantime, Mr. Jain inform the 
owner of the Western Avenue Auto Courts that the buildings must com
ply in every respect with the building ordinance. 

Attorney McCall reported that the complaint on the. Cabr1l10 
Avenue r1ght of way matter had been completed and is being checked 
by the Engineer. 

Councilman HitchcoCk moved that an appropriation 01' not to 
exceed $154.60 be made for material to repair 230th street from 
Narbo1UL8 Avenue west. Councilman Baboock seoonded the motion, 
which was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, H1tchoock, Murray and McGuire. NOlES: COUNCILMEN: 

·N(il)ne. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

Councilman HitmCDck moved that Assistant City Engineer Glenn 
M. Jain be apPOinted Acting C1tyEngineer dur1ngthe absence ot 
City Engineer Young. Counoilman Murray seconded the motion,.which 
was oarried by the following roll call vOlte: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
BabCOCk, HitohoOCk, Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSRNT: COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

Counoilman Hitchoock moved that A.,Ung EDgineer Jain be author
ized to hire a temporary e,ngineer at a salary of $150.00 per month 
until further notice.> Councilman Murray seconded the motion, whic.h 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEi: 
Babcock, Hitohooaok, Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: N~ne. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell. ~ 

Counoilman H1 tchcock lDOved that both Act1ng Eng1neer Jain and 
Ralph Perkins be allowed .25.00 per month automobile expense, 
effeotive as ot Jul.y l~ 1940, until further notice. Councilman 
Baboock seconded the motion, which was aarried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: BabeoO'k, Hitchcock, Murray 
and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: aOUNCILMEN: Powell. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the City Attorney be instructed 
to otter some solution to elimination of hazards ot open sump holes 
in the City limits of Torrance. Councilman Hitchcock .econded the 
motion, whioh was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL .. 
MEN: None. .ABSJ£NTl OOUNCILMEN: Powell. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the City Attorney be instruc.ted 
to draw up an ordinance 01' taka whatever steps he . deems necessary 
to regulate building ot tive toot fences beyond the building set
back line on the property line. Councilman Murray seconded the 
motion, wh1ch was carried unanimously • . 



Councilman Babcook moved that the City Attorney be instructed 
to draw up an ordinance for the lioensing of plastering contractors, 
establishing the fee at $5G.00 per year, thereby affording plaster
ing contractors the same protection from outside firms whioh the 
electrical and plumbing contractors are given. 

A short period of diSCUssion fallowed, it being mentioned that 
the matter had been discussed several times in the past. It was 
decided to investigate the matter thoroughly before taking definite 
action. 

Councilman Babcock withdrew his motion. 

Mayor McGuire moved that the Mayor be authorized to execute 
the contraot with Menard and Tabery. Inc. for decoration of the 
Civic Auditorium for the fiscal year 1940-41. Councilman 
Hitohcock aeoonded the motion, which was oarried by the following 
roll c;all vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitcboock, Murray and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

Counoilman Babcock moved that the Clerk be instructed to 
write a letteB to the City Auditor and arrange a meeting for 
discussion with the Council of the 1940-41 budget. Counoilman 
Murray seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. ~ers asked Attorney Mocall for a ruling on the Civil 
Service Ordinanoe as- requested by John Ashton Shldler, stating he 
had been informed that Attorney McCall would submit his opinion at 
this meeting. Attorney McCall adviSed he (Mr. Summers} had been 
m1sinforme.d, as- he had only heard of the letter when it was read 
this evening. 

Attorney Mccall read Ordinance No. 2~3 pertaining to eallmen, 
and stated he would submit his opinion at the next meeting. 

Councilman Hitchoook moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the mot1on, which was· carried by tho 
f'ollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN:. BAbcock, H1tchoock, 
Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Powell. 

. Mayor McGuire moved that an approp·riation of !;lot to exceed 
$2~.93 be made for 450 ft. 4" ClasB B 150# Cast Iron Pipe for the 
Water Department. Councilman Baboook seconded the'motion, whioh was 
carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hitchcoek, Murray and MCGuire. - NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriati.on of not to exoeed 
$123.50 be made for 12 5/8- x 3/4" water Meters tor the Water Depart
ment. Councilman Hitchcook seconded the motion, Wlioh was carried 
by the following roll oall vote: A.YES: COUNCILMEN: Babcoek, 
Iiitchoock, Murray and McGuire. JOES: COUNCILMEN: NOne. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exoeed 
$128.75 be made for 100 3/4" oement meter boxes for stook for the 
Water Department. Councilman Hi tchcoek seconded the motion, which 
was oarried by. the following roll call vote: lYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Baboock, Hitohoook, Murray, and MaGuire. NCltS:COUNCII.II4lm: Nona. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell. 

At 8: 2'1 P.M •• upon motion of Councilman Hi tchcook. seoonded by 
Councilman Murray, the meeting adj~n.~C! ... t..2" A~.~~_.2.0. 1940 at 5:00 
P.M. 

Approved: 

Joi~~. 


